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SECOND 
CHANCE, 


Bills seek to end 
license suspensions 
for crimes that don’t 
involve driving 


Texas church massacre kills 26 


By Kate Giammarise 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Though Chelsey Sirmons IV 
completed a 10-month sentence 
and probation for a 2015 drug 
conviction, he’s still doing time. 

Like many people in Pennsyl- 
vania convicted of certain 
crimes, he’s not allowed to 
drive, even though his offense 
did not involve unsafe driving, 
or even a vehicle. His license is 
suspended until 2026. 

So Mr. Sirmons, 44, of Brad- 
dock, who has been clean for 
two years and studying to be a 
drug and alcohol counselor, 
must take the bus to his classes 
at the Community College of Al- 
legheny County and Pittsburgh 
Community Services. He re- 
cently left a job in Oakland due 
to complications with juggling 
transportation from his home, 
to work, to class, to his Narcot- 
ics Anonymous meetings, and 
seeing his children. 

“Everything I have to do is 
hours in advance,” he said. 
“Where someone else may start 
at 8 o’clock for their day, I’ve got 
to wake up at 5 o’clock so I can 
be on time. You never know 
what the buses are going to do. 
... It affects time with my fam- 
ily, it affects me getting to my 
meetings, it affects me spending 
time with my family on a 
whole.” 

Several bills pending in the 
Legislature seek to change how 
the state handles driver’s li- 
cense suspensions for those con- 
victed of a non-driving offense. 
Mr. Sirmons testified in favor of 
them at arecent hearing. 

House Bill 42, sponsored by 
Rep. Rick Saccone, R-Elizabeth, 
would eliminate license suspen- 
sions for non-driving offenses, 
such as theft, or purchase of to- 
bacco or alcohol by a minor. He 
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BACK THE BLUE 


Nick Wagner/Austin American-Statesman via Associated Press 


A woman prays with a man on Sunday after the assault at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas. 


Gunman found dead after the worst mass shooting in the state’s history 


months’ confinement after a 2012 
court-martial. Kelley served in 
Logistics Readiness at Holloman 
Air Force Base in New Mexico 
from 2010 until his discharge, 
spokeswoman Ann Stefanek said. 

At the news conference, the at- 
tacker was described only as a 
white man in his 20s who was 
wearing black tactical gear and a 
ballistic vest when he pulled into 
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ranged in age from 5 to 72 years 
old. The gunman later was found 
dead in his car. 

Authorities didn’t identify the 
attacker during a news confer- 
ence Sunday night, but two other 
officials — one a U.S. official and 
one in law enforcement — who 
spoke to The Associated Press on 
the condition of anonymity iden- 
tified him as Devin Kelley. 

The U.S. official said Kelley 
lived in a San Antonio suburb and 


Rivin OD eae 


Facing opioid overdoses, 


neighborhoods not giving up 


didn’t appear to be linked to orga- 
nized terrorist groups. Investiga- 
tors were looking at social media 
posts Kelley made in the days be- 
fore Sunday’s attack, including 
one that appeared to show an AR- 
15 semiautomatic weapon. 

An Air Force spokeswoman 
said Sunday night that Devin P. 
Kelley received a bad-conduct dis- 
charge from the Air Force for al- 
legedly assaulting his spouse and 
child, and was sentenced to 12 


By Jim Vertuno 


Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — A man dressed in black 
tactical-style gear and armed with 
an assault rifle opened fire inside 
a church in a small South Texas 
community on Sunday, killing 26 
people and wounding about 20 
others in what the governor 
called the deadliest mass shooting 
in the state’s history. The dead 


Study: Stents 


no better than 


By Rich Lord 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


An opioid epidemic that is hit- 
ting hardest along a line of neigh- 
borhoods from Allentown to Car- 
rick also continues to worsen 
elsewhere, and public health offi- 
cials said Friday that they are 
hustling to understand its spread 
and counter it. Efforts underway 
in the city’s southern hills could 
at least provide glimmers of hope. 

“The fact that they are recog- 
nizing the challenge before them, 
coming together and collaborat- 


ing to solve this problem, is hope- 
ful,” Karen Hacker, the Alle- 
gheny County Health Depart- 
ment director, said in responding 
to the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette’s 
special report, “Riding OD Road,” 
which detailed the epidemic’s 
causes and effects in those neigh- 
borhoods. 

“This particular disease is a 
very easy one to turn your back 
on,” she said, but the city’s south- 
ern neighborhoods are experi- 
encing “a waking-up moment.” 
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Bob Donaldson/Post-Gazette 


SLOPPY TRACK runners slog through the rain Sunday morning as 
they head for the finish line of the EQT Pittsburgh 10 Miler on Liberty 
Avenue in Downtown. More coverage in Sports, Section C. 


Concussed hand-cyclist vows to try again for world record 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


“Oh yeah, I’m definitely going to 


do it again,” said Mr. Domos, 49, 
who felt much better Sunday 


and make it official.” 
The Bud Harris half-mile cy- 
cling oval is where Mr. Domos 


world time trial championships, 
run on an 18-mile course in the 
Sonora Desert, hoping to break the 


medications m 


stable angina 


By David Templeton 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


For decades, using stents to 
open clogged coronary arteries 
has been standard medical prac- 
tice. 

But a Lancet study published 
Thursday found “no evidence 
from blinded, placebo-con- 
trolled randomized trials” that 
stents are any more effective 
than medications in reducing 
chest pain or improving exer- 
cise ability in those patients 
with stable coronary arterial 
disease (stable angina). 

That means the study could 


BORREGO SPRINGS, Calif. — A 
day after he was forced to end his 
attempt at setting the 24-hour 
world hand-cycling record because 
ofaconcussion, Attila Domos is 
vowing to make another official at- 
tempt — this time in Pittsburgh. 


lead to fewer stent procedures to 
reduce chest pain in such pa- 
tients, said two Pittsburgh car- 
diologists not involved in the 
study. 


official record. 

It was not to be. The road surface 
of the Borrego Springs course was 
rougher than he thought and it 
ended up shaking his low-slung 


SEE ATTILA, PAGE A-2 


recorded an unofficial 407.7 miles 
in 24 hours last year, beating the of- 
ficial record of 403.8 set in 2009 by 
German Thomas Lange on a race 
course in Sebring, Fla. 

Mr. Domos and his crew of fam- 
ily and friends came to the 24-hour 


morning after the Greenfield resi- 
dent was released from a hospital 
the day before. “But next time, 
we’re going to control the environ- 
ment. We’re going to figure out 
how we can make the Bud Harris 
track [in Highland Park] certified 
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